
 

 

 

 
“Teach Me Your Paths” 
 
“Make your ways known to me, Lord: teach me your paths.”   Psalm 25:4 
 

In December of 2001, a friend gave me a journal. The publisher encouraged the writer of the journal entries to choose a 
Scripture verse as a guide for the year. I took a normal approach to finding Scripture to read. I held my Bible with the spine 
down, placed my thumbs in the pages, and opened to a random spot. As I read through the Psalms in that part of the Bible, 
Psalm 25:4 struck me. I believe the Holy Spirit inspired that particular verse for me. On January 1, 2002, I began reading and 
journaling, reading Psalm 25:4 often if not each day.  

Recently, I found the journal when I was packing my belongings in preparation for my move to Mocksville. Reading each 
entry was not possible or I might not have been packed yet. Glancing through the pages was enough because I remember that 
2002 journal and that memory verse very well. The verse and the journal were a part of my call into ordained ministry. In March 
of 2002, I heard and finally answered this call from God on my life. 

Throughout 2002 I continued working at the VAMC in Salisbury, participated in the United Methodist ministry candi-
dates program, and sought answers for tough questions about selling a home and moving. March was late in the year to apply 
for seminary for the fall so I applied in October to begin in August 2003. When the letter for acceptance to Duke Divinity School 
arrived, the whirlwind increased a notch or two.  

There is more to the story of my years in seminary. Those details can wait for another day. I want to go back to the 
Scripture verse I “randomly” chose as my verse of the year. As I read Psalm 25:4, God helped me speak the words as a prayer. I 
really wanted God to show me the way and the path. Of course, I never imagined what God would ask. I quit a job I loved and 
had felt called to do, sell a home, moved away from family and the comfort I had known, and returned to school at the age of 
40. Whew! 

Please don’t hear this story as “you-better-be-careful-what-you-pray-for” one. I hope there is more depth than that. I 
do believe the Holy Spirit helped me choose that verse. I also know that God had been speaking to me for a while and I was ig-
noring the call or at the least, delaying any serious listening. The verse spoke to me because I knew that God was asking some-
thing of me and I did not yet know what it was. 

God works in many ways and speaks all kinds of languages. For me, Scripture began the exploration and questioning. 
That is how God caught my attention. Once I was listening, there were other ways and people God used to continue talking and 
showing me God’s path for me. God wanted me to know the ways I could serve and love God and neighbor in this season of my 
life. Psalm 25:4 was a vehicle that helped me find a way to ask, explore, and learn. 

When has God spoken to you? Who or What has God used to teach and direct you? As I begin my ministry among you 
at First UMC Mocksville, I want to hear your stories and learn where God has led you in loving and serving God and neighbor. 
Let’s talk. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Lori Anne Rev. Lori Anne Bowen 
173 Hallander Drive 

Mocksville, NC 27028 
Home:  336.751.2305 

Cell:  828.292.2534 



 

  

 In 2008, after a routine colonoscopy, Ben Wallace was diagnosed with 
ulcerative colitis (UC) and inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). Though 
he underwent treatment for his illness, Ben found that he had devel-
oped primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) in 2011. PSC is a very rare 
liver disease, but commonly affects people who suffer from IBD. Ben’s 
condition continued to worsen, and now doctors say a liver trans-
plant is critical to his survival. 
During such a challenging time, Ben is thankful for his wife and best 
friend, Ryanne, their daughter, Reagan, family,  friends and his church 
family.  The average liver transplant costs approximately 
$878,000. And that is only the beginning. Even with health insurance, 
which will cover a portion of the transplant costs he faces significant 
expenses related to the surgery. For the rest of his life, he will need 
follow-up care and daily anti-rejection medications. Post-transplant 
medications are very expensive, and they are as critical to his survival 
as the transplant itself. 
Ben lives more than 400 miles from the transplant center, and he in-
curs substantial expenses each time he visits for evaluations and doc-
tors’ appointments. When he receives his transplant, Ben and his 
caregiver will need to stay near the hospital, during recovery, adding 
to the financial strain. 
If you would be interested in making a donation to help the Wallace 
family with medical bills please send a check payable to First UMC to 
310 N. Main St, Mocksville, NC 27028.  Please note on the memo 
line: "Pastor's Fund"  OR 
you can help by visiting http://charity.gofundme.com/nft-
benjaminwallace to make a donation to The National Foundation for 
Transplants to help with his expenses. Ben and his family will be 
moving to Pittsburgh temporarily on July 26 for at least 4 weeks.  
Their address there will be  Residence Inn Oakland, University Place, 
3341 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 
 
 
 

Ministry 22:6 is having a great start to our summer camp! We are 
learning about faith, family, and friends and loving each other and 
everyone. Our days are filled with love and laughter, and sometimes 
messes. We are so thankful for such a wonderful group of campers 
and our amazing camp counselors! We are also looking forward to the 
new school year!  If you know of a child that attends Mocksville Ele-
mentary School and in need of after school care, we are currently en-
rolling for our After School program. Please call Katie at (336) 753-
1900 or email her at katie@firstumcmocksville.org for more infor-
mation.      Katie Allen, Director of Childcare Ministries 
 
I wanted to drop you a note and say thank you!  Thank you for standing 

behind us seven years ago when we wanted to start the after school and 

summer camp ministries. Thank you for the financial support you’ve given 

the ministries over the years and for helping make it possible for kiddos to 

come to camp who maybe wouldn’t have been able to otherwise. Thank 

you for the bold prayers prayed on our behalf over many different 

things.  Thank you to the childcare committee and those who serve on it 

to oversee the childcare ministries and thank you to the staff I was 

blessed to work alongside. Lastly, thank you also for the love offering that 

you collected in my honor. I appreciate your generosity and your kind 

words as I move along to the next door God has opened for me. I know 

that Katie will do great things with these ministries and look forward to 

watching them continue to grow for the glory of God as His smallest peo-

ple are served!    Blessings and peace to you all,    Allison Gupton 

 
 

 

NATALIE’S NEWS 
I hope our children's families are having fun with their "Summer Family 
Challenge" that kicked off Sunday June 6- September 12. This is a "choose 
your own adventure" type of activity for families. Our FUMC Mocksville 
families will have the summer to pick and choose the activities they 
would like to do. Each activity has a point value and we are using the 
honor system to keeping up with the points. Parents will keep up with 
your families score and final scores will be turned into me September 
12. Families will turn in their final points to Rev Natalie Gray on Sep-
tember 12 Prize will be awarded Sunday September 19 during the wor-
ship services.  
 
IMPACT Youth Disaster Relief Mission team will be leaving Sunday July 18 
at 11:30AM. Our mission team will be commissioned in the 10:55AM 
worship service to go to Lumberton, NC to serve a week on a disaster 
relief mission trip. We hope to be able to share with you about our mis-
sion trip on Sunday July 25. If you would like to write a letter to a mem-
ber of our mission team pick a name below and send a card or letter to 
the following the address:  141 Avent Rd. Lumberton, NC 
28358   Continue to pray for our safety, and for our mission team that 
will be in Lumberton, NC July 18-July 24.  
Rev. Natalie Gray, Lisa Prillaman, Lloyd Robinson, Anita York, Caleb Mor-
ris, Aaron Morris, Ellie Prillaman, Stuart Robinson, 
Lanna Robinson, Jarek Stanley, Brooklyn Frasier, Brie Pulaski, 
Lena Parsley, Corrine Dyson 
 
2021 Rocky Railway VBS Sunday August 8-12, 6:30PM-8PM. Yes, the 
theme has changed, but we are excited that we can offer a week-long 
VBS for our children of our church and community. We are in need of 
volunteers for story time, crafts, recreation, and crew leaders. If you 
would like to be a part of helping with VBS, let Natalie know ASAP.  
REGISTER YOUR CHILD HERE:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfVgFTK9bCdS7oOUwXn2AtHN-
SZXZW0dVb65chF7mdnZRxa7Q/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0 
VOLUNTEERS REGISTER HERE: 
https://www.facebook.com/1410150449236639/
posts/2833559553562381/?d=n   
 
Children's Sunday School meets in the Family Life Center  each Sunday - 
9:40AM-10:40AM. This is for ages 4yrs-5th grades.  
Sunday July 4- Mike & Teresa Deal 
Sunday July 11- Youth & Natalie 
Sunday July 18- Tiffany Evans & Sherri Robinson 
Sunday July 25- Debra Stanley & Lisa Prillaman 
Sunday Aug. 1-Mike & Teresa Deal 

_____________________________________________________ 
FUMC will continue providing bags  for Backpack Buddies as was dpme 
prior to Covid on a bi-monthly basis. 
Therefore, VOLUNTEERS are needed for the following: 
1. People to pickup food from FL or Costco.  
2. Someone to deliver the bags on Thursdays 
3. Someone to pickup container bins from school on Fridays before 
school closing and return to church. 
 (These people would need access to a truck or suv,  if using a car, could 
possibly take 2 trips or more than one person) 
Thank you so much, Amy Wood 
336 414 2970 

CHILDCARE MINISTRIES 

SPECIAL THANKS 
 

A big thank you to Joe & Yvonne Butzbach for keeping our 
planters in front of the sanctuary looking beautiful!  Thank 
you for all you do.  

http://charity.gofundme.com/nft-benjaminwallace
http://charity.gofundme.com/nft-benjaminwallace
mailto:katie@firstumcmocksville.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVgFTK9bCdS7oOUwXn2AtHN-SZXZW0dVb65chF7mdnZRxa7Q/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVgFTK9bCdS7oOUwXn2AtHN-SZXZW0dVb65chF7mdnZRxa7Q/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVgFTK9bCdS7oOUwXn2AtHN-SZXZW0dVb65chF7mdnZRxa7Q/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.facebook.com/1410150449236639/posts/2833559553562381/?d=n
https://www.facebook.com/1410150449236639/posts/2833559553562381/?d=n


 

Thank you for your generous financial 
support.  Your ongoing gifts are vital to 
the ministries of FUMC!  Please contin-
ue to mail your offerings to the church 
or drop them off in the mailbox beside 
the front doors of the Family Life Cen-
ter.  The mailbox is locked, and it is 
checked regularly.        

Ann Stayer 

PO Box 333 

256 North Carolina Circle 

Mocksville NC 27028 

 

Mary Brock 
1276 Jericho Church Rd. 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Hal & Peggy Clark 
PO Box 1682 
Clemmons NC 27012 
 
 
 

Mary Lou Musselman 
113 Cedar Ridge Rd. 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Louise Bowden 
c/o Mocksville Senior  
       Living 
337 Hospital Street  Rm 202 
Mocksville NC  27028 
 
Peggy Branham 
148 Cemetery St. 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 
 

Madeline Shelton 
153 Woodhaven Drive 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Elmer Stoneman 
10 Luftee Lane 
Holly Springs NC 27540 
 
Ron Cotterman 
150 Ken Dwiggins Dr. 
Room 217 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Wanda Bryant 
150 Ken Dwiggins Dr 
Room 219 
Mocksville NC 27028 

Jean Shelton 
Bermuda Commons 
Room # 508 
316 NC Hwy 801 
Advance NC 27006 
 
Peggy Hill 
100 Sunset Circle 
#201 
Greensboro NC 27408  
 
Molly Jo McClamrock 
Bermuda Commons 
Room # 403 
316 NC Hwy 801 
Advance NC 27006 
 
 

Please let us know of any additional 
names to be  added or any names which 
should be removed. We like for our Pray-
er List to be current and correct.  To con-
tact the Prayer Chain with a prayer re-
quest or to become a part of the Prayer 
Chain, please contact: 
 
Lillian Sharpe 336.936.9014 
bs2005@aol.com    
Betty Ward   336.971.2237 
ebeew0807@gmail.com 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
                                
                                  MAY ’21                     YTD 
Tithes/Offerings   $ 48,938              $ 216,956 
Memorials                      570                     1,100 
W/S Foundation                                       2,613 
Other Income           1,870                      3,408 
PPP Loan                60,000                     60,000               
Total Income      111,378                    172,699 
Expenses             - 69,456                  -284,723 
Total                       41,923                         - 645 

July 05 Brad Chapman 
July 07 Betty Foster 

Payne Miller 
July 08 Faye Riffe 
July 09 Emily Cornatzer 
                                Marty Hendricks 
 July 10                  Peggy Hill 
July 12 Molly Jo McClamrock 
July 13                   Daryl Rosenbaum 
July 14                   Kay Brelig 
July 15                   Carol Bock 
                                Michael Brill 
July 16                    Linda Jordan 
                                Mary Anne Peele 
                                Mike Harrison 
July 17                    Grady McClamrock, Jr. 
July 19                    Isaac Markland 
July 20                    Randy Hendricks 

July 20                   Shae James 
                               Kevin Neal 
July 21                   Gary Hatley 
                                Freddie Brewer 
July 22                   Jessica Bracken 
July 23                   Dena Dirks 
                               James Neal 
                               Corey Wood 
                               Norman Boger 
July 25                   Collins Grace Berry 
                               Mollie Russell 
July 26 Melissa Jordan 

Caroline Miller 
July 27 Brenda Graham 

Jenna Granger 
July 28                   Mary Lou Musselman 
July 29 Russell Suggs 
July 31  Brady Wade Sheek 
 
 
  

IN MEMORY 
LETTIE PENNINGTON 

By Russell & Sidniee Suggs 
By Kathleen Cartner 

By Mike & Jean Hinshaw 
By Carolyn Cartner 

By Bill Steed 
AME LITTLE 

By Russell & Sidniee Suggs 
By Aaron & Lisa Prillaman 

JAYNE WALKER 
By Aaron & Lisa Prillaman 

D.C. BLAKLEY 
By John Koontz 

 
IN HONOR 

GLENN & SUSAN MYERS 
By Billie Bean 

By Joe & Yvonne Butzbach 
SARAH WOOD 

By John & Karen Bullard 
WINK HENDRICKS 

By Carl & Shirley Wicker 

 
 

Lou’s Lines 
Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
4 For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 

“Absence makes the heart grow fonder” is a familiar phrase to us all, and never has it been more appropriate 
than during this time in which we have been patiently, or not so patiently, waiting to hear our wonderful 
Chancel Choir sing. I know there are so many of you out there that miss hearing the beautiful anthems and 
seeing the talented, friendly faces each week as they sing God’s glorious praises. The time is getting closer 
and we are all excited to get a fresh start on using the gifts that we have been given. How about you? Have 
you wondered what it would be like to sit facing the congregation and use your voice to give thanks to our 
Lord and Savior? Ask a choir member how much fun it is, talk to Lou about giving it a try, but most important-
ly, pray about using your gifts and talents to honor and glorify God. We would love to have you and so would 
God! 
Psalm 13 
6 I will sing to the Lord for He has dealt bountifully with me.       Lou Ann Wilson, Director of Music 

mailto:bs2005@aol.com


 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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Mocksville NC 27028 
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www.firstumcmocksville.org 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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www.firstumcmocksville.org 

Lori Anne Bowen 
Senior Pastor 
336.751.2503 X 2224 
Cell:  828-292-2534 
lbowen@wnccumc.net  
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Rev. Natalie Gray 
Associate Pastor 
336.751.2503 X 2225 
natalie.gray86@yahoo.com  
 
Teresa Lakey 
Financial Administrator 
336.751.2503  X 2226 
teresa@firstumcmocksville.org 

Lou Wilson 
Director of Music 
336.751.2503  X 2238 
lou@firstumcmocksville.org  
  
Tommy Dunn 
Music/Technology/Office 
336.751.2503  X 2221 
tommy@firstumcmocksville.org 

 
 

Katie Allen 
Director of  
Childcare Ministries 
336.753.1900 
katie@firstumcmocksville.org  
 
 
 

  

The mission of First United Methodist Church is to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to receive the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and to respond to the needs of others with the love of God the Father. 


